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SURPRISED BY JESUS 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

John 6:22-35 

I Am the Bread of Life 

22 On the next day the crowd that remained on the other side of the sea saw that 

there had been only one boat there, and that Jesus had not entered the boat with his 

disciples, but that his disciples had gone away alone. 23 Other boats from Tiberias 

came near the place where they had eaten the bread after the Lord had given 

thanks. 24 So when the crowd saw that Jesus was not there, nor his disciples, they 

themselves got into the boats and went to Capernaum, seeking Jesus. 

25 When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when 

did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are 

seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves. 

27 Do not work for the food that perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, 

which the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father has set his seal.” 

28 Then they said to him, “What must we do, to be doing the works of God?” 29 Jesus 

answered them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” 

30 So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe you? 

What work do you perform? 31 Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is 

written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus then said to them, “Truly, 

truly, I say to you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but my 

Father gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who 

comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 They said to him, “Sir, give us 

this bread always.”   35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to 

me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst.” 
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The crowd was surprised by Jesus. They had not expected to see Him on the other side 

of the Sea of Galilee. Because they had been watching Him. They knew He had not 

gotten into a boat. They assumed He had walked instead, which would have taken 

Him twice as long as going by boat. How did He get there so fast? This was now the 

second time in two days that they had been surprised by Jesus. The first surprise was 

the free meal, of loaves and fish, enough to feed an army. Now, finding that He had 

beaten them to the other side of the lake had surprised them a second time. Two 

surprises. 

 

But some people like surprises… the more the better.  Take for example Icelanders.  

 

The folks up in Iceland love surprises. They love their volcanoes. Iceland’s volcanoes 

made the news a few years ago. The volcano nicknamed Jokull shot so much ash into 

the atmosphere that airline flights had to be cancelled. 100,000 airline flights were 

cancelled due to Jokull. What a surprise to find your flight cancelled due not to 

weather or mechanical failure but due to ash! But the Icelanders love it. Surprisingly, 

they name their daughters after their volcanoes, names like Hekla and Katla. Yes, they 

know the volcanoes can be dangerous. One-third of all the lava that has flowed on 

the earth in the last 500 years has been on that tiny island of Iceland. There’s not only 

the threat of hot lava, but hot lava can melt a glacier quickly, and all that ice water 

has to go somewhere, raising flood levels inland and raising sea levels along the coast. 

Icelanders have to be ready to leave their homes in an instant. But when the rumblings 

begin that indicate an eruption is due anytime, what do the Icelanders do? They go 

and camp close to the volcanoes, so that they can be there to watch when the 

fireworks begin. 

 

Now, you’d think that the constant possibility of a volcano erupting would make their 

lives a bit unpredictable, unsettled, insecure. But some people like that. Some people 

like surprises, like Jesus. Jesus had already provided the crowd with two surprises. But 

when they showed how surprised they were, Jesus surprised them a third time. He said 

to them, “Do not work for the food that spoils. Work for the food that lasts to eternal 

life, which the Son of Man will give to you.” (John 6:27) 
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Food that lasts to eternal life?  He’s talking about food that gives eternal life. That 

makes us think of the Lord’s Supper. But it should also make us think of Baptism and 

God’s Word, the Bible. All three provide the bread of life that nourishes our faith in 

Jesus, so that we have eternal life.  

 

Jesus promises us eternal life! Such a promise raises the flood levels of hopes and 

expectations. Such a surprising promise raises hopes and expectations to dangerous 

levels. Dare we hope for eternal life? Dare we believe that eternal life is ours as God’s 

Word and Baptism and the Lord’s Supper nourish us?  Dare we believe that in the 

eating of this food we have eternal life? 

 

Typically, we don’t like surprises. We don’t like the unexpected. We don’t like for our 

days to be unpredictable, unsettled, and insecure. On a daily basis, we work hard to 

make our days predictable, scheduled, planned. We don’t like things to come up 

unexpectedly to mess up our schedule or what we had planned for the day. We’ve 

gotten pretty good at defending ourselves from life’s uglier surprises and unexpected 

pain, and the frustrations and hurts and tragedies of life. 

 

So, when Jesus springs this surprise on us, this surprising way of defeating life’s uglier 

surprises, this food that gives eternal life, it is tempting for us to want what the crowd 

wanted. They said to Him, “What sign will You do that we may see and believe You?” 

Jesus, what proof will You give, what insight, what bit of information, what evidence 

will You provide that we may believe Your promise of eternal life? Or else maybe we 

should go back to defending ourselves.  

 

Well, this One who loves surprises so much surprises us one more time.  He surprises us 

because He offers us no sign, no proof, no insight, no bit of information, no evidence. 

He offers Himself. He said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to Me shall 

not hunger and whoever believes in Me shall never thirst.” He offers us Himself. Jesus is 

the bread of life. Those three things, Lord’s Supper, Baptism, Bible, are the means by 

which we receive Jesus. The bread of life that nourishes us is Jesus.  
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When Israel was given bread, manna to eat in the desert, the big question was, “What 

is it? What is this manna?” When we are given Jesus as bread, the One who gives 

eternal life, the big question is, “Who is He?” He is the same God who created the 

heavens and the earth. The same one who holds all power also gave His life for you on 

the cross and gives you Himself in bread and wine in order to give you eternal life. As 

the words say, “The body of Christ given for you. The blood of Christ shed for you. Food 

that says to you your sins are forgiven freely. Bread that says eternal life is yours in spite 

of yourself.  

 

We who are so used to defending ourselves suddenly find ourselves defenseless, 

disarmed, and helpless in the face of this surprise. As helpless as when someone 

surprises you with a birthday party, as helpless as when you were brought to the 

baptismal font as a child. For God does the unexpected, and it takes us helplessly by 

surprise. He gives mercy instead of teaching us a lesson. He forgives instead of judges. 

He offers His hands in love instead of closing them to punish. God loves surprises. Even 

the Icelanders with their eye-popping volcanoes cannot top the surprise of the 

Creator dying for us and then in His body rising from the dead on Easter! What a look 

of playful glee will be on His face when He surprises us on the Last Day as our bodily 

resurrection and the new earth and eternal life turn out to be far more grand than 

anything that eye has seen or ear has heard! 

 

This is the heart of what you believe. This is the heart of your hope that keeps beating 

even when your efforts to defend yourself from the uglier surprises of life fail. This is 

Jesus’ disarming surprise. Instead of giving you proof, He gives you Himself. As Martin 

Luther would remind us, the whole of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection are summed 

up best in those two words we hear at the Lord’s Supper: for you. This is Christ’s body, 

given for you. This is Christ’s blood, shed for you. It is the bread of life unto eternal life. It 

is Jesus Himself.    

 

Amen 

 


